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Harrisonburg teen on track to near full recovery after tragic car accident last April 

MOUNTAIN VALLEY, Pa. -- The day is Tuesday, April 3, 2015. The Dogwood trees 
outside of Rick Jensen’s family home have just begun to bloom. He has just finished his fourth 
and final season playing for the Rangers, Mountain Valley High School’s basketball team, and is 
on track to graduate in less than two months. And yet, that fated morning, while driving to 
school, he accidentally overcorrects, and is struck by an oncoming semi-truck.  

Jensen miraculously survives. While his numerous broken bones are expected to heal, he 
has suffered a traumatic brain injury, leaving him unable to carry out many functions of daily life 
on his own. His family is devastated. Already living paycheck to paycheck, Jensen’s parents do 
not have the money to provide him with the intensive rehabilitative care he needs.  

One year later, with the assistance of local nonprofit Mission for Brain Injury Recovery, 
Jensen is on track to make a near full recovery. “Rick has made tremendous progress, and it is 
truly inspiring,” says Dr. Watts, Jensen’s medical team leader.  Based in Mountain Valley, the 
organization is dedicated to providing resources to victims of traumatic brain injury and their 
families free of charge. According to the CDC, traumatic brain injury affects 1.5 million adults in 
the United States annually, and can have serious emotional and financial implications for 
sufferers. 

 Mission for Brain Injury Recovery has “saved his life”, according to Jensen’s mother, 
Donna Jensen. “We are so incredibly grateful for the care has been given access to,” she says, 
“and we are so excited for him to live life in the fullest again.”  

Jensen began his journey to recovery with a stay in the rehabilitative ward of the Valley 
Medical Center. Originally flown to the shock trauma ward, he was eventually released after a 
series of blood transfusions and two defibrillations. After learning about Mission for Brain Injury 
from participating in their annual Run for Brains, the Jensen family sought their assistance. 

He was assigned a case manager, Casey Jones, who has served as his advocate 
throughout the entire recovery process. Familiar with traumatic brain injury after watching her 
own brother suffer, she says she is “dedicated to helping [sufferers] obtain the best resources 
possible, and ensuring that they make the most out of their recovery.” Jones has assisted Jensen 
with tasks such as making appointments with medical professionals, advising his family on 
finances, and working with his insurance company to ensure that the many different types of care  
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are accessible to him. 
He has since spent the past year learning how to do things he never once gave a second 

thought to, such as brushing teeth, bathing, and cutting food. His doctors say he has made the 
most progress with re-learning how to walk and do other physical tasks. Despite his injuries, his 
background as an athlete has helped him more easily retain muscle memory, and he relies greatly 
on his natural kinesthetic intelligence. While it is unlikely he will ever be able to pursue his 
dream of playing college basketball, he is beloved by the hospital staff for his enthusiasm in 
recruiting other patients to join him in his famous “trashketball tournaments”, and plans on 
joining an intramural team once he is released.  

He expresses extreme gratitude for the support of his family, friends, and his girlfriend, 
Lacey Drew. “I love Lacey more than anything,” Jensen says, “and I’m so lucky to have her in 
my life.” She is currently a freshman at State University, and is able to visit him frequently when 
she is not in class or busy with her club soccer team. “For Valentine’s Day this year she brought 
me my favorite dinner from Olive Garden, and we got to spend the evening hanging out and 
watching our favorite movies. It was really great.” 

“Rick and I have been dating since our sophomore year of high school,” says Drew, “and 
when I first learned about the accident, I was absolutely crushed. We weren’t sure if he was 
going to make it, but I knew I would stay by him no matter what. We celebrated our third 
anniversary in and I’m so proud of all of the hard work he has done to get better.” 
 He has received support from the rest of the Mountain Valley community as well. This 
past fall, the Mountain Valley High School basketball team raised thousands of dollars in 
donations for Mission for Brain Injury Recovery. Jensen’s former coach, Bob Riley, says “Rick 
was one of our star players and a kid with real character. He always showed so much concern for 
helping other people and we wanted to help him carry that mission out when he was unable to 
give as much himself.” 
 If you are interested in volunteering with or donating to Mission for Brain Injury 
Recovery, please visit http://www.mfbi.org/, or contact the organization’s office by phone at 
123-456-7890. All charitable donations are tax-deductible. 
 Rick Jensen is many things — a student, a basketball enthusiast, a son, an involved 
community member, and now, a survivor. Even fighting death, he demonstrated the importance 
of persistence, and now exemplifies what it means to really choose happiness. And that’s what 
really matters in the end, isn’t it?  
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